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The  Annual  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


INTRODUCTION. 

A  cursory  examination  of  the  Summ.ary  of  Social  and  Vital  Statistics  on 
pages  5  and  17  shows  that  the  Borough  has  had  a  satisfactory  year.  The  absence 
of  major  epidemics  and  extremes  of  weather  have  been  favourable  to  the  very 
young  and  to  the  old.  Good  employment  and  a  sufficiency  of  wholesome  food 
have  played  their  part.  The  birth  rate,  which  has  been  steadily  rising  since 
1937  shows  a  new  high  level,  reminiscent  of  twenty  years  ago.  The  death  rate 
shows  a  further  decline,  and  infantile  mortality,  one  of  the  most  sensitive 
indicators  of  a  community’s  health,  has  reached  a  record  low  figure.  As  the 
proportion  of  elderly  people  in  the  community  rises  there  is  bound  to  occur  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  diseases  associated  with  advancing  age, 
such  as  cancer  and  heart  disease. 

There  are  no  figures  available  for  sickness.  The  number  of  prescriptions 
per  insured  person  is  slightly  higher  than  in  1941,  but  is  lower  than  in  previous 
years.  The  depleted  force  of  private  practitioners  after  a  heavy  winter  and 
spring  found  things  a  little  easier  during  the  summer  months.  The  Hospitals, 
including  St.  Joseph’s,  were  working  to  capacity  all  the  year  round,  and  their 
maternity  departments  did  a  record  business. 

There  has  been  some  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria.  Another  major  outbreak  of  measles  occurred,  with  fortunately  a 
small  loss  of  life.  Scabies,  a  war  disease,  is  prevalent,  but  not  increasing. 

!  •  \ 

Tuberculosis  does  not  seem  to  be  increasing  in  Preston,  although  in  the 
County  as  a  whole  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  and  deaths 
from  the  disease,  especially  in  young  children  and  older  male  age  groups. 

Venereal  disease  is  markedly  increased.  Regulation  33B,  by  which  a  person 
known  to  be  the  cause  of  more  than  one  infection  can  be  compelled  to  seek  treat¬ 
ment,  is  not  likely  to  be  effective.  Much  more  can  be  hoped  from  an  organisation 
designed  to  follow  up  defaulters  and  to  deal  with  those  social  problems  which 
lead  to  promiscuity. 
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The  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  are  bound  to  deteriorate  under 
existing  circumstances.  The  Sanitary  Inspectorate,  with  much  new  w^ork  thrown 
upon  it,  is  below  strength.  Materials  are  hard  to  obtain  and  labour  almost  im¬ 
possible.  Repairs  which  used  to  be  carried  out  within  a  few  days  of  the  receipt 
of  an  informal  notice  now  drag  along  for  weeks.  A  great  deal  of  Preston  dwelling- 
house  property  is  aged  and  can  only  be  kept  habitable  by  continuous  attention. 
There  is  also  a  considerable  amount  of  overcrowding. 

The  food  of  our  citizens  is  under  continuous  survey.  The  position  as  regards 
milk  is  extremely  unsatisfactory.  Major  Finch  reports  that  i8  out  of  226  samples, 
or  8  per  cent.,  of  ungraded  raw  milk  contained  tubercle  bacilli.  There  is  no 
guarantee  that  tuberculin-tested  milk  is  free  from  a  risk  of  communicating  abortus 
fever  or  disease  due  to  streptococci.  Accredited  milk  is  certainly  clean,  but  is  not 
safe,  as  the  periodic  veterinary  inspections  can  only  relate  to  the  condition  of  the 
herd  on  the  day  of  inspection.  Medical  opinion  is  unanimous  that  all  milk  should 
be  heat-treated.  The  cost  to  the  community  would  be  as  nothing  compared  with 
the  loss  of  life  which  occurs  from  tuberculous  meningitis  and  the  prolonged 
disability  and  the  loss  of  working  capacity  which  is  occasioned  by  tuberculous 
bone  and  glandular  disease. 

The  striking  features  of  maternity  and  child  welfare  wmrk  are  the  low  infant 
mortality  and  the  low  maternal  mortality.  The  tendency  of  mothers  to  have 
their  confinements  in  hospital  rather  than  at  home  has  been  intensified. 

A  large  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  connection  with  war-time  nurseries. 
In  addition  to  the  nurseries  maintained  by  the  Authority,  the  Church  of  England 
Waifs  and  Strays  Society  maintains  a  20-unit  nursery  at  Ashton  and  Messrs. 
Horrockses,  Crewdson  &  Co.  opened  a  20-unit  nursery  in  the  Spring.  One  of  the 
difficulties  experienced,  especially  in  the  day  nurseries,  is  the  in  and  out  nature 
of  the  children’s  attendance.  At  Stoneygate  there  were  practically  two  children 
admitted  for  each  place  available. 

I  should  like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  devoted  wmrk  of  mv 
colleagues  in  the  service.  A  good  deal  of  it  is  done  under  discouraging  and 
difficult  circumstances.  They  are  helped,  as  I  am,  by  the  unfailing  support  and 
consideration  forthcoming  from  Members  of  the  Council. 

F.  A.  SHARPE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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A> — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Districts 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,757  acres. 

Summary  of  Social  and  Vital  Statistics* 

Total  cost  of  the  services  administered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  and  the  School  Medical  Service 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Education  Committee  for  the  year  ending 
March  31st,  1942,  was  as  follows  : 


Expenditure 

... 

£119.645 

Income  ... 

»  •  •  »  •  • 

£45,926 

Total 

Males 

F  emales 

Birth  Rate 

Live  Births — Legitimate  1814 

945 

869 

16.49 

Illegitimate  ...  154 

77 

77 

1.40 

No.  of  Still  Births  ...  74 

Rate  per 

1,000  Total  Births  38 

Deaths — Nett  ...  1506 

Rate  per 

1,000  population... 13. 69 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  45-14 


Number  of  Marriages — 1041. 

Number  of  women  d3dng  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child  birth  : — 

Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths  Live  and  Still  Births 
From  Sepsis  ...  ...  2  0.98 

From  other  causes  ...  4  1.96 

Death  rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — 
Legitimate — 49.  Illegitimate — 71.  Total — 54. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  216 


6 


— General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area> 

L — Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority*  See  previous  reports. 

2* — Nursing  in  the  Home* 

(a)  General* 

The  Council  contributes  £200  per  annum  to  the  Preston  District  Nursing 
Association,  and  is  represented  on  the  Committee  of  Management.  The 
Association  is  organised  into  ward  committees.  The  Provident  Scheme 
provides  a  substantial  portion  of  the  revenue.  The  work  during  1942  showed 
a  decrease  compared  with  that  done  in  1941.  The  organisation  is  well  sup¬ 
ported  and  is  increasing  its  scope  of  usefulness  and  service.  In  addition  to  the 
above  Association,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  maintains  five  nursing  sisters, 
members  of  religious  orders,  in  the  Moorfields  Convent,  and  a  similar  number 
in  a  Home  in  Moor  Park  Avenue.  Most  of  these  nurses  are  fully  trained  ; 
their  duties  include  not  only  nursing,  but  such  other  domestic  duties  as  may 
arise. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases* 

The  Preston  District  Nursing  Association  undertakes  the  nursing  of 
measles,  whooping  cough,  pneumonia,  and  other  cases  of  infectious  disease 
not  usually  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

3* — Midwives  Practising  in  the  Area* 

Number  of  State  Certified  Midwives  ...  ...  31 

Thirty-one  midwives  gave  notice  of  intention  to  practise  during  the  year, 
ten  of  whom  are  salaried  midwives.  Nineteen  of  these  are  employed  in 
maternity  hospitals  or  homes  and  do  no  domiciliary  midwifery. 

A  non-medical  supervisor  was  appointed  in  November,  1937. 

4* — National  Health  Insurance* 

Mr.  W.  Leyland,  Clerk  to  the  Preston  Insurance  Committee,  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following  information. 

The  number  of  persons  in  the  County  Borough  entitled  to  Medical 
Benefit  on  31st  December,  1942,  was  61,525.  Of  this  number  60,221  were 
members  of  Approved  Societies,  the  remaining  1,304  being  Deposit  Contri¬ 
butors.  The  total  is  an  increase  of  856  on  the  previous  year’s  figure  of 
60,669. 

The  mean  number  of  insured  persons  actually  on  doctors’  lists  for  the 
year  was  57,303,  and  the  number  on  the  list  of  Approved  Institutions  was 
1,462. 
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In  1942  the  number  of  prescriptions  issued  was  261,470,  and  was  an 
increase  of  7,606  on  the  1941  figure.  The  average  number  of  prescriptions 
issued  per  insured  person  was  4.55,  as  compared  with  4.46  for  1941,  4.92  for 
1940,  and  4.84  for  1939. 

The  total  drug  bill  for  1942  was  £12,355  3S-  7d.,  the  average  cost  per 
insured  person  being  4s.  3.66d.  Other  years’  figures  are  :  1941,  4s.  0.93d.  ; 
1940,  4s.  o.45d.  ;  1939,  3s.  6.53d.  ;  and  1938,  3s.  6.24d. 

No  test  of  drugs  or  appliances  under  the  Testing  of  Drugs  Scheme 
were  made  during  the  year  1942.  As  a  general  practice,  this  scheme  has  been 
suspended  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 

On  31st  December,  1942,  there  were  62  practitioners  under  agreement 
with  the  Insurance  Committee.  This  number  includes  all  assistants  and 
the  resident  medical  officer  of  the  Preston  Friendly  Societies’  Medical 
Association,  and  is  a  decrease  of  2  on  the  figure  for  1941.  At  the  same  date 
there  were  45  chemists’  establishments  in  the  Borough  undertaking  insurance 
dispensing.  This  figure  is  a  decrease  of  3  on  that  of  the  previous  year. 

A  comparative  table  covering  the  years  1933-42,  showing  the  number 
of  insured  persons,  and  the  number  of  prescriptions  issued,  is  given  below  : 
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Year 

Insured 

Persons 

No.  of  Prescrip 
Issued 

1933 

58,165 

306,926 

1934 

56,708 

286,760 

1935 

56,733 

285,198 

1936 

57,439 

297,148 

1937 

58,596 

307,019 

1938 

62,391 

283,644 

1939 

62,184 

284,322 

1940 

60,851 

285,933 

1941 

60,669 

253,864 

1942 

61,525 

...  261,470 

ical  Out-RclicF 

of  a  District  Medical  Officer 

as  laid  down  in  ' 

Assistance  Order,  1930,  and  the  Districts  with  the  Medical  Officers  attached, 
were  described  in  the  report  for  1931. 
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Outdooi  relief  paid  in  respect  of  the  Borough  : — 


Year. 


1934 

1935 

1936 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 


Amount. 

£  s.  d. 

29321  3  8 

39606  3  I 

37928  1  3 

40765  9  2 

43134  7  6 
40762  10  7 
25697  16  II 
24473  16  5 


6. — Work  done  for  the  Preston  Borough  by  the  Pathological  Department  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary  during  the  year  1942. 


Two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven  examinations  were  carried 
out.  The  principal  items  were  :  milk,  624  ;  sputum,  642  ;  throat  swabs 
for  diphtheria,  etc.,  1,382  ;  water,  14  ;  faeces,  94  ;  blood,  33. 

In  addition  to  the  above  figures  (and  not  included  in  them)  during  1942 
the  following  examinations  were  made  for  the  V.D.  department  : — 


Smears — ?  Gonococci 
Serum — ?  Spirochaetes 
Trichomonas 
Culture  for  Gonococci 


1279 

80 

78 

63 


Total  ...  ...  1500 


— Hospitals* 

Preston  Royal  Infirmary* 

Mr.  John  Gibson,  F.H.O.A.,  J.P.,  the  Superintendent  and  Secretary, 
has  kindly  supplied  the  following  details  : — 

The  principal  general  hospital  in  the  district  is  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary,  a  voluntary  hospital  of  some  333  beds,  with  Recovery  Homes 
for  men  at  “  The  Willows,”  Ashton  (26  beds)  and  for  Women  and  Children 
at  Lostock  Hall  (46  beds) — 404  normal  beds  in  all,  with  an  additional  152 
Government  beds  (107  Reserve  A,  45  Reserve  B)  for  the  treatment  of  patients 
under  the  Emergency  Medical  Scheme.  The  hospital  offers  a  complete 
range  of  service,  is  adequately  equipped  and  fully  staffed  by  nine  Resident 
Doctors  and  Visiting  Medical  and  Surgical  Officers. 

The  number  of  in-patients  treated  during  the  year  was  7,441,  as  against 
6,945  in  the  previous  year.  The  daily  average  number  of  in-patients  (including 
babies)  under  treatment  was  300,  and  the  average  length  of  stay  14.7  days. 
Seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine  of  the  in-patients  were  transferred  to  the 
Lostock  Hall  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children,  where  the  average  daily 
occupation  of  beds  was  34  and  the  average  stay  16  days.  Four  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  in-patients  were  also  moved  to  “  The  Willows  ”  Hospital  for 
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Men,  where  the  daily  occupation  of  beds  was  21  and  the  average  stay  16 
days. 

In  the  Maternity  Department  853  patients  were  confined,  of  which  83 
were  emergency  admissions.  The  spontaneous  deliveries  numbered  730  and 
the  abnormal  123.  There  were  two  maternal  deaths  (one  in  respect  of  an 
emergency  admission,  the  other  an  undelivered  booked  case).  The  anaesthetics 
administered  were  167  general  and  422  Minnits.  In  the  Ante-Natal  Depart¬ 
ment  1,167  women  were  examined,  of  whom  99  were  admitted  to  the  Ante- 
Natal  wards. 

The  attendances  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  totalled  6,528,  and  the 
attendances  at  the  Post-Natal  Clinics  were  :  mothers  675,  babies  625. 

In  the  Out-patients’  Department  37,577  patients  were  treated,  including 
14,095  accident  and  casualty  cases,  3,964  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  3,130 
surgical,  716  medical,  1,575  artificial  sunlight,  692  pre-natal,  1,477  patho¬ 
logical,  809  dental,  6,631  X-ray,  1,833  physiotherapeutic,  701  orthopaedic, 
211  radium,  83  mental,  65  asthma,  120  heart,  728  skin  and  747  venereal 
disease.  The  average  number  treated  daily  (six  days  weekly)  was  815,  and 
the  aggregate  attendances  255,326.  The  number  of  patients  attending  the 
Venereal  Disease  Centre  increased  considerably,  owing  to  war  conditions. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  as  a  result  of  motor  accidents  was  160, 
of  which  86  were  admitted  to  the  Wards. 

The  Board  of  Management  have  continued  cordial  relations  with  the 
Corporation  of  Preston.  The  reciprocal  agreement  still  operated  for  the 
training  under  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  of  pupil  midwives,  Part  I  at  the 
Infirmary  and  Part  II  at  the  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  with  mutual  advantages 
to  the  pupils  of  these  hospitals.  As  a  result  of  conferences  with  the 
Corporation  of  Preston  Health  and  Hospital  Committees,  agreements  were 
continued  for  the  treatment  at  the  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  of  contributors 
to  the  Workpeople’s  Contributory  Scheme  (a  privilege  much  appreciated) 
for  the  Joint  Scheme  of  Maternity  Services  and  for  Pathological  Services. 

The  Infirmary  has  met  all  calls  made  by  the  Emergency  Hospital  Service 
and  a  considerable  number  of  members  of  the  Armed  and  Civil  Defence  Forces 
have  been  treated.  The  Blood  Bank,  operated  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
F.  B.  Smith,  the  pathologist,  has  been  kept  very  busy,  and  a  considerably 
increased  demand  for  blood  for  the  treatment  of  seriously  ill  patients  has 
been  made  by  local  hospitals  (including  Sharoe  Green).  This  has  reduced 
the  amount  available  for  the  Forces  and  blitzed  cities.  An  urgent  appeal  is 
therefore  being  made  for  fresh  donors  to  replace  those  who  have  joined  the 
Forces,  left  the  district  or  discontinued,  and  so  enable  the  supplies,  so  vitally 
needed  for  the  Forces,  to  be  maintained. 

SHAROE  GREEN  HOSPITAL* 

General* 

The  return  of  admissions,  discharges  and  deaths  for  the  year  1942  is 
contained  in  the  right-hand  column  of  Table  A,  where  it  is  contrasted  with 
the  figures  for  the  antecedent  five  years. 
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TABLE  Ar 


1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

In  Hospital,  Jan.  ist  ... 

143 

204 

181 

149 

226 

198 

Admissions 

1676 

1689 

1751 

2374 

2477 

2597 

Discharges 

1314 

1429 

1480 

i960 

2146 

2240 

Deaths  ... 

301 

283 

303 

337 

359 

368 

In  Hospital,  Dec.  31st 

204 

181 

149 

226 

198 

187 

Patient  Days  ... 

59700 

68252 

59748 

67764 

70160 

71909 

Average  length  of  stay 

37 

40 

34 

29 

28 

28 

Hospital  Wards* 

The  admissions  to  the  general  wards  of  the  hospital  showed  an  increase 
of  6,  and  those  to  the  maternity  wards  an  increase  of  114  on  last  year’s 
figures. 

Three  hundred  and  thirteen  patients  were  admitted  undei  the 
Emergency  Medical  Scheme. 

Medical  Work* 

During  the  year  the  X-ray  Department  examined  2,517  cases,  685  of 
these  being  in-patients  and  the  remaining  1,832  out-patients,  inclusive  of 
cases  of  tuberculosis.  The  gross  figure  represents  an  increase  of  672 
examinations  over  the  figure  for  1941. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  staff  of  the  Massage  Department  at  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  undertook  the  treatment  of  cases  for  massage  and  electro¬ 
medical  therapy,  and  the  large  demand  for  pathological  and  bacteriological 
examinations  was  again  shared  by  the  hospital’s  own  laboratory  and  that  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  under  the  Erection  of  Dr.  F.  B.  Smith. 

Surgical  Work* 

In  the  main  surgical  theatre,  323  operations  were  performed.  Of  these 
211  constituted  major  operations  and  112  minor. 

Clinics* 

In  1942,  538  persons  attended  the  follow-up  and  out-patient  clinics, 
109  of  whom  had  formerly  been  in-patients  of  the  hospital. 

Dental  Treatment* 

Mr.  A.  E.  J.  Berry  treated  120  persons  for  dental  affections  ;  36  of  these 
cases  were  from  Preston  Institution,  65  were  in-patients  of  the  Hospital, 
and  19  out-patients. 
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Classification  of  Diseases* 


Table  “  B  "  presents  a  systematic  classification 

of  civilian  cases  dealt 

with 

I. 

in  the  general  wards  during  the  year. 

Table  B*^^  1942 — Discharges  and  Deaths  :  1496* 

Discharges. 

Diseases  caused  by  infection  or  infestation  ...  q8 

Deaths. 

3 

2. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  : 

(a)  Organic  disorders,  tumours,  haemorrhage, 
inflammation,  etc.  ... 

84 

57 

(b)  Functional  disorders 

27 

I 

3. 

Diseases  of  the  eye,  ear  and  nose  ... 

17 

I 

4- 

Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

123 

156 

5. 

Diseases  of  the  blood  and  blood-forming  organs  . . . 

15 

2 

6. 

Diseases  of  the  endocrine  glands  ... 

13 

I 

7- 

Diseases  of  the  breast 

18 

4 

8. 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

199 

44 

9- 

Diseases  of  the  digestive  system  ... 

120 

44 

10. 

Diseases  due  to  disorders  of  nutrition  or 
metabolism... 

25 

10 

II. 

Diseases  of  the  generative  system  : 

(a^  IVIales  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

16 

3 

(b)  Females 

41 

6 

(i)  associated  with  pregnancy  and 
parturition 

131 

5 

12. 

Diseases  of  bones  and  joints,  muscles,  fasciae, 
bursae  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

35 

I 

13. 

Diseases  of  areolar  tissue  ... 

21 

2 

14- 

Diseases  of  the  skin 

71 

— 

15. 

Diseases  of  the  urinary  organs 

19 

16 

16. 

Injuries,  general  and  local  ... 

43 

7 

17- 

Miscellaneous 

14 

3 

1130 

366 

Maternity  Wards* 

Table  “  C  summarises  the  work  of  this  department  for  the  year  1942, 
but  does  not  include  cases  of  abortion  or  miscarriage  (see  Table  "  B  ”  ii  (b)  (i)  ) 
or  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  (see  Table  ''  B  ”  ii  (b)  (i)  and  Table  “  D  ”). 


TABLE 


In  Hospital,  ist  January,  1942 

32 

Admissions 

862 

Discharges 

862 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

I 

In  Hospital,  31st  December,  1942 
Patients  delivered  : 

31 

Normal  deliveries  ... 

728 

Abnormal  deliveries 

47 

775 

Births  : 

Live  births 

747 

Stillbirths  ... 

34 

781 

12 


Eight  hundred  and  sixty-two  represents  a  record  admission  rate  for  the 
Maternity  Wards.  In  total  births  there  was  an  increase  of  no,  and  in  still¬ 
births  an  increase  of  15  over  the  1941  return. 

Deaths* 

The  maternal  death  recorded  was  the  case  of  a  multigravida,  aged  40 
years,  who  died  undelivered  from  renal  toxaemia  due  to  malignant  hyper¬ 
tension.  She  did  not  attend  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  until  the  day  of  her 
admission  to  hospital.  She  was  a  Borough  case. 

There  were  18  neo-natal  deaths. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic* 

During  1942,  856  persons  attended  for  first  examinations,  the  total 
number  of  attendances  being  5,542. 

Post-Natal  Clinic* 

Three  hundred  and  three  attendances  were  made  at  this  clinic  for  the 
purpose  of  medical  treatment. 

Puerperal  Ward* 

The  return  for  the  year  is  contained  in  Table  “  D  ”  : 


TABLE  D*'^ 


In  Hospital,  ist  January,  1942 

I 

Admissions  ... 

47 

Discharges 

43 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

In  Hospital,  31st  December,  1942 

I 

Admissions  were  derived  from  the  following 

sources 

: — - 

TABLE  E*^^ 

Preston  Borough 

19 

County  Area  : 

Chorley 

5 

Farington  ... 

2 

Fleetwood  ... 

II 

Lea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

I 

Leyland 

3 

Lostock  Hall 

I 

Lytham 

I 

Meathop 

I 

Penwortham 

I 

Whitewell  ... 

I 

Whittle-le-Woods  ... 

I 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

19 

28 

13 


Deaths* 

Of  the  four  deaths  herein  recorded,  all  were  due  to  sepsis  following 
abortion.  Three  were  County  cases  and  one  Borough.  In  two  instances 
the  evidence  pointed  to  criminal  interference.  One  further  maternal  death 
was  notified  during  the  year. 

This  was  a  Borough  case  who  died  from  cerebral  embolism  due  to  sub¬ 
acute  bacterial  endocarditis.  An  intercurrent  abortion  had  no  direct  bearing 
on  the  fatal  issue. 


Medical  Staff* 

On  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Cunningham,  Mr.  W.  Calvert,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.R.C.O.G.,  was  appointed  Assistant  Medical  Officer. 

On  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Weisl,  Miss  P.  Yeoman,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  was 
appointed  Junior  Assistant  Medical  Officer. 


Nursing  Staff* 

During  the  year  five  staff  nurses  were  appointed  to  various  duties  and 
six  left  the  service  of  the  Corporation. 

Twenty-six  pupil  midwives  commenced  the  course  of  training  provided 
by  the  hospital  and  24  completed  the  same. 

Fifteen  student  nurses  commenced  training  for  the  General  Hospital  and 
State  Certificates. 


The  results  of  the  nurses’  examinations  for  the  year  were  : — 


Examination. 
Preliminary  State 
Final  State 

Central  Midwives  Board 


Candidates. 

8 

6 

27 


Successes. 

8 

6 

25 


Acknowledgments* 

This  opportunity  is  taken  to  express  gratitude  to  the  clergy  of  all 
denominations  for  their  ever-ready  assistance  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
the  patients,  also  to  the  donors  of  the  many  varied  and  most  welcome  gifts. 


8* — Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes* 

There  were  six  maternity  and  nursing  homes  in  operation  at  the 
beginning  of  1942,  and  no  new  ones  were  opened  during  the  year.  Two 
applications  were  made  by  the  management  of  institutions,  and  exemptions 
granted,  under  Section  192  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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9* — Maternal  Mortality* 

The  enquiries  instituted  on  behalf  of  the  Maternal  Mortality  Committee 
set  up  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  been  continued.  Details  of  these 
enquiries  are  given  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  section  of  the  report. 
Every  notified  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  is  the  subject  of  an  inquiry. 

10* — Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothcrst  illegitimate  infants  and 

homeless  children* 

There  is  no  provision  for  unmarried  mothers  other  than  that  provided 
by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee.  Illegitimate  infants  and  homeless 
infants  are  maintained  in  the  children’s  nursery  in  the  Pieston  Institution 
up  to  the  age  of  three  years  ;  and  from  over  that  age  Roman  Catholic  children 
are  maintained  at  the  St.  Vincent  Orphanage  for  Boys  and  the  Moorfield 
Convent  for  Girls  ;  Protestant  boys  and  girls  are  maintained  at  the  Cottage 
Homes,  Brockholes  View.  In  September,  1931,  the  Council  decided  "  that 
financial  assistance  granted  by  the  Council  to  expectant  mothers  by  way  of 
the  provision  of  maternity  home  accommodation,  be  granted  solely  through 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee.” 

11* — Institutional  Provision  for  Mental  Defectives* 

Educable  children  are  provided  for  by  the  Education  Committee. 
Children  between  seven  and  16  years  of  age  and  educable  and  requiring 
institutional  care  are  sent  to  Calderstones  Certified  Institution,  Allerton 
Priory,  and  Pontville,  Ormskirk.  Idiots  and  imbeciles  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Lancashire  Mental  Hospitals  Committee.  Male  adult  defectives  are  accom¬ 
modated  at  the  Ribchester  Institution,  and  female  defectives  at  the  Preston 
Institution. 

12* — Ambulance  Facilities* 

(a)  An  ambulance  is  maintained  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  removal 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

(b)  The  service  maintained  at  the  Fire  Station  for  accident  cases  and 
urgent  removals  to  hospital  was  transferred  to  the  Public  Health  Committee 
on  the  29th  November,  1941.  Civil  Defence  personnel  are  used  for  manning 
the  service.  There  is  also  an  ambulance  maintained  at  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary  for  conveyance  of  patients  to  and  from  the  convalescent  homes, 
and  an  ambulance  at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  for  the  conveyance  of  patients 
into  the  hospital  or  to  other  institutions. 

13* — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres* 

There  are  no  out-patient  departments  under  the  control  of  the  Local 
Authority.  The  various  clinics  and  treatment  centres  were  shown  in  the 
tabular  statement  in  the  report  for  1930. 

14* — Local  Government  AcL  1929* 

The  administrative  arrangements  under  the  above  Act  were  described 
in  the  report  for  1930. 

15* — Blind  Persons  AcL  1920* 

Number  of  persons  examined  ...  ...  ...  49 

Blind  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act...  ...  ...  32 

Not  certified  blind  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 
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Altogether  there  are  444  persons  on  the  register,  and  these  are  placed 
as  follows  : — 

Blind  persons  employed  at  approved  workshops  ...  26 

Blind  persons  employed  in  their  own  homes  ...  3 

Blind  persons  employed  elsewhere  ...  ...  ...  7 

Blind  persons  unemployable  ...  ...  ...  ...  295 

Blind  persons  not  training  but  trainable  ...  ...  — 

Blind  children  under  16  years  of  age  ...  ...  10 

Blind  trainees  over  16  years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  3 


16*— Unemployment  Situation — Aprih  1942^  to  Marche  1943* 

Mr.  Benson,  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information  : — 

The  register  of  unemployed,  as  was  expected  in  present  circumstances, 
has  reached  a  low  figure. 

From  time  to  time  there  will  probably  be  changes  in  industrial  outlook 
which  may  alter  the  position,  but  not  to  an  appreciable  extent. 

In  the  number  of  unemployed  are  a  number  of  less  fit  persons  for  whom 
no  suitable  work  is  available. 


1942 

ME 

:n 

WO 

MEN 

Total 

in 

1942-43 

Total 

in 

1941-42 

Wholly 

Unem¬ 

ployed 

Tempor¬ 

arily 

Stopped 

Wholly 

Unem¬ 

ployed 

Tempor¬ 

arily 

Stopped 

April 

169 

8 

124 

301 

1,077 

May 

153 

4 

82 

239 

1,019 

June 

155 

5 

86 

246 

976 

July  . 

154 

4 

57 

215 

1,266 

August  ... 

136 

5 

44 

10 

195 

955 

September 

153 

4 

43 

. . . 

200 

907 

October  ... 

180 

2 

49 

•  •  • 

231 

836 

November 

177 

I 

59 

. . . 

237 

654 

December 

133 

. . . 

52 

•  •  • 

185 

578 

1943 

January  ... 

158 

•  •  • 

53 

•  •  • 

211 

495 

February 

152 

*  •  • 

63 

. . . 

215 

395 

March 

172 

•  •  • 

62 

. . . 

234 

338 

i6 


Workpeople  from  lesser  essential  industries  and  from  various  localities 
have  been  placed  in  vital  war  work  to  an  important  extent  during  the  year. 

Juvenile  Employment* 

The  Director  of  Education  has  supplied  the  following  figures  relating  to 
Juvenile  Unemployment  : — 

Number  Wholly  Unemployed. 


1942 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

May 

•  .  •  •  .  • 

27 

7 

34 

J  une 

.  •  »  .  •  . 

27 

6 

33 

July 

•  .  *  .  .  « 

25 

9 

34 

August  . . . 

*  •  •  •  •  • 

62 

36 

98 

September 

...  ... 

44 

22 

66 

October  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

33 

II 

44 

November 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

29 

33 

62 

December 

...  ... 

15 

19 

34 

1943 

January 

36 

14 

50 

February 

...  ... 

42 

19 

61 

17 


TABLE  B  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1942  and  previous  ten  years* 


Transferable  Deaths 

Nett  Deaths 
the  D 

belonging  to 
istrict 

Year 

Nett 

Birth 

Rate 

Total 

Death  Rate 
of  District 

Non- 
Residents 
Registered 
in  the 
District 

Residents 

not 

Registered 
in  the 
District 

Under  1  yr. 
of  age. 
Rate 
per  1,000 
Net  Births 

Rate 
at  all 

Ages 

1932 

14.89 

II. 61 

150 

301 

84 

13-05 

1933 

14.60 

12.38 

186 

305 

87 

13-39 

1934 

14.24 

12.93 

191 

283 

69 

15-24 

(corrected) 

1935 
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12.26 
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80 
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(corrected) 
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(corrected) 
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(corrected) 

1938 

15.60 

11-95 

196 

319 

71 

14.44 

(corrected) 

1939 

15-19 

12.52 

205 

333 

58 

15.16 

(corrected) 

1940 

15-77 

14.96 

257 

379 

91 

16.72 

(corrected) 

1941 

17.27 

12.67 

249 

379 

71 

13-84 

1942 

H 

yr 

CO 

00 

H 

H 

240 

437 

54 

13.69 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (Land  and  Inland  Water)... 

Average  rooms  per  occupied  dwelling 

Average  family  occupation 

Number  of  families  per  occupied  dwelling  ... 

Average  size  of  private  family 

Aveiage  number  of  persons  pei  room 
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C. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area> 


l(i)— Water. 

Information  on  the  collection,  storage  and  distribution  of  the  town’s 
water  supply  and  on  the  undertaking  generally  appeared  in  the  Report  for 
1938. 

l(ii) — Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Information  relating  to  the  trunk  sewer  system,  equipment  and  plant, 
and  the  Freckleton  Farm,  was  given  in  the  Report  for  1938. 

2. — Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  complaints  of  alleged  pollution  have  been  received  during  the  past 

year. 

3(i) — Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  34,488  fresh-water  closets  in  use  in  the  Borough  area  ;  143 
waste-water  tippler  ”  closets,  36  privy  middens  and  one  trough  closet 
still  remain.  Eight  waste-water  closets  were  abolished  and  replaced  with 
modern  wash-down  closets  during  the  year. 

3(ii) — Public  Cleansing. 

The  bulk  of  the  town’s  refuse  is  dealt  with  at  the  Argyll  Road  Depot, 
and  is  subjected  to  salvage  treatment.  The  work  has  been  carried  out 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Machinery  is  installed  to  deal  with  unsound 
meat,  offal  and  fish.  This  work  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Borough 
Surveyor. 

3(iii) — Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

a.  Dwelling-houses. 

Two  thousand  five  hundred  and  nineteen  dwelling-houses  were  inspected  ; 
2,292  were  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  two  under  the 
Housing  Acts. 

b.  Caravans. 

Nineteen  visits  have  been  made  to  such  dwellings,  all  of  which,  with  the 
exception  of  those  occupied  by  show  people,  are  under  agreement  with  the 
Local  Authority  to  close  as  and  when  suitable  alternative  accommodation 
is  found. 

c.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  13  common  lodging  houses  on  the  register,  having  accommoda¬ 
tion  in  81  rooms  for  418  males  and  in  five  rooms  for  16  females  ;  119  visits 
were  made  during  the  year. 
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d*  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings* 

Fifty-six  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year. 


e*  Canal  Boats* 

These  dwellings  are  reported  upon  in  this  Report  in  the  section  dealing 
with  Port  Health  Administration, 

f*  Places  of  Public  Entertainment* 

There  are  i8  cinemas,  ii  billiards  halls,  lo  bowling  greens  for  public 
use,  25  dance  halls  and  occasional  theatres  and  two  theatres  ;  165  visits 
were  made  to  such  premises. 


g*  Drains* 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy  inspections  and  2,354  re-visits 
were  made  ;  901  drains  were  tested,  repaired  or  renewed. 

h*  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  AcL  1919* 

Complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  155  dwelling-houses,  twelve  food 
stores  and  26  other  premises.  In  22  cases  the  complaint  was  not  confirmed. 
In  the  investigation  of  complaints  and  the  supervision  of  work  644  visits  and 
1,258  re-visits  were  made.  Thirty-eight  premises  were  rendered  rat-proof 
and  142  rats  were  caught. 


i*  Stable  Premises  and  Garages* 

Sixty  visits  and  89  re-visits  were  made  to  these  premises  to  secure 
compliance  with  the  bye-laws  respecting  the  removal  of  manure  and  the 
proper  maintenance  of  the  premises. 

j*  Offensive  Trades* 

The  following  offensive  trades,  to  which  26  visits  were  made,  are 
established  in  the  Borough  :  Fat  and  tallow  melters,  5  ;  gut  scraper,  i  ; 
hide  and  skin  dealers,  3  ;  soap  boilers,  2  ;  and  tripe  boilers,  4. 

k*  Pig  Keepers* 

There  are  now  30  pig  keepers  in  the  Borough  and  the  approximate  number 
of  pigs  is  600,  varying  throughout  the  year  ;  all  of  the  pig  keepers' 
premises  have  been  visited  during  the  year  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  for 
the  purpose  of  ensuring  that  the  Orders  dealing  with  the  boiling  of  animal 
foodstuffs  are  complied  with,  also  that  all  persons  now  collecting  swill  arc 
licensed  in  accordance  with  the  Order  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Supply. 
Sanitary  conditions  generally  were  satisfactory. 
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!♦  Factories* 

One  hundred  and  sixty-four  visits  were  made  to  bakehouses  and 
factories  in  connection  with  the  cleansing  and  heating  of  premises,  sanitary 
accommodation  and  drainage  defects  ;  237  re-visits  to  supervise  the  work 

of  cleansing  and  repair  to  the  ii  bakehouses  and  45  factories  concerned. 

m*  Private  Passages* 

Ten  passages  were  flagged  or  repaired. 

n*  Disinfection* 

The  disinfection  of  819  premises  was  carried  out  after  the  occurrence 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  including  tuberculosis. 

3(iv) — Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs* 

The  Borough  Surveyor's  Department  supplied  the  following  informa¬ 
tion  :  423  Corporation  houses  were  inspected,  22  of  which  were  found  to 
be  verminous  and  were  disinfested;  178  houses  were  inspected  in  connection 
with  applications  made  for  tenancy  of  Corporation  houses  and  55  were 
found  to  be  infested.  During  the  period  covered  by  this  Report  39  loads  of 
furniture  were  subjected  to  HCN  gas  fumigation  (three  during  removal  to 
privately-owned  houses  and  36  to  Corporation  houses),  the  bedding  being 
dealt  with  at  the  Disinfecting  Station,  Argyll  Road. 


4* — Schools* 

Complaints  were  received  from  eight  Schools,  one  alleging  rat  infestation 
(this  was  not  confirmed),  one  flea  infestation  of  firewatchers’  room,  one 
accumulation  of  refuse  because  of  defective  ashpails,  and  five  dealing  witli 
drainage  defects.  All  the  defects  found  were  remedied. 
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D*— Port  Health  Administration^ 


The  Port  Health  Administrative  District  has  been  described  in  previous 
Reports. 


L — Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  during  the  Year* 


Total  Foreign  and 
Coastwise 


Number 

[nspected 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective 

Number 
on  which 
defects 
were 
remedied 

Number  of  Vessels 
reported  as  having, 
or  having  had, 
during  the  voyage 
Infectious  Disease 
on  board. 

By  the 
Med.  Officer 
of  Health. 

By  the 

Sanitary 

Inspector 

Wm 

MW 

m 

24 

16 

Nil 

2* — Water  Supply* 

There  is  no  change  in  the  character  of  or  arrangements  for  the  supply 
of  water,  which  is  derived  from  the  town  supply,  an  upland  surface  water 
of  good  quality. 


3* — Port  Sanitary  Regulations^  1933* 

The  arrangements  in  force  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  these 
Regulations  have  been  described  fully  in  a  previous  Report. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  sickness  landed  from  vessels  during 
the  year. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  sickness  occurring  on  vessels  during 
the  voyage. 


4* — Measures  against  Rodents* 

Measures  have  been  taken  under  each  of  the  following  headings  on  the 
lines  detailed  in  previous  Reports  : — 

(i)  For  the  detection  of  rodent  plague  (a)  in  ships  in  the  Port,  and  (b) 

on  quays,  wharves  and  in  warehouses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Port ; 

(ii)  To  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between  ships  and  the  shore  ; 

(iii)  For  the  de-ratisation  of  (a)  ships,  and  (b)  premises  in  the  vicinity  of 

docks  and  quays  ; 
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(iv)  For  the  detection  of  rat  prevalence  in  ships  and  on  the  shore  ; 

(v)  (a)  For  the  maintenance  of  rat-proofing  of  docks,  wharves,  warehouses 
and  other  premises,  and  (b)  for  the  extension  of  rat-proof  measures. 

Measures  of  rat  destruction  on  plague-  ''  infected  ”  or  “  suspected  ” 
vessels  or  vessels  from  plague-infected  ports  arriving  in  the  Port  during 
the  year 


Fumigated  by  SO2  ... 

8 

Number  of  rats  killed 

50 

Fumigated  by  HCN 

6 

Number  of  rats  killed 

66 

On  which  trapping,  poisoning, 

etc.,  were  employed 

4 

Number  of  rats  killed 

28 

Eleven  rats  were  submitted  for  pathological  examination,  and  in  all  cases 
the  pathologist  reported  no  trace  of  plague. 


5* — Hygiene  of  Crews^  Spaces* 

Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality 

Number  of  Vessels 
Inspected 

Defects  of 
original 
construction 

Structural 
defects 
through  wear 
and  tear 

Dirt,  Vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health 

British 

m 

8 

26 

39 

Others 

Mi 

3 

II 

9 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  crews 
and  passengers  of  all  foreign  vessels  arriving  from  European  and  North 
African  ports  were  medically  examined  before  permission  to  land  was  given. 
This  arrangement  has  special  reference  to  the  risk  of  importation  of  typhus 
fever.  Seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  passengers  and  crews  were  medically 
inspected. 


6* — Food  Inspection* 

The  following  foodstuffs  to  which  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food) 
Regulations,  1937,  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926,  and 
the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-1939, 
apply  were  inspected  during  the  year  :  apples,  canned  fish,  canned  fruits, 
canned  meats,  canned  milk,  cheese,  concentrated  vitamins,  dried  beans. 


24 

dried  fruits,  dried  peas,  flour,  honey,  lard,  locust  kernels,  potatoes,  sausage 
casings  and  tea.  All  were  found  to  be  in  good  condition  and  properly  labelled 
with  the  exception  of  small  consignments  of  canned  meat  being  either  blown 
or  punctured. 

(ii)  Shellfish. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Preston  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1923. 
Fourteen  visits  were  made  to  the  cleansing  tanks. 


7. — Canal  Boats. 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  during  the  year.  Seven  boats 
have  not  renewed  their  registration  and  have  been  transferred  to  dry  docks 
to  be  broken  up.  There  are  now  only  six  canal  boats  on  the  Register,  com¬ 
pared  with  13  last  year,  and  26  visits  were  made  to  them. 
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£♦ — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food* 

(A)— MILK  SUPPLY* 

There  are  i8  cowkeepers  in  the  Borough,  with  a  daily  production  of 
602  gallons,  262  gallons  of  which  are  sold  retail  by  six  producers.  Six 
of  the  cowkeepers  are  licensed  producers  of  ‘‘  accredited  milk,  with  a  daily 
production  of  237  gallons. 


(i)  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amend*)  Order^  1938* 

There  are  at  the  present  time  465  milking  cows  housed  in  18  different 
premises  in  the  Borough,  which  are  visited  quarterly.  The  health  and 
general  condition  of  the  cattle  have  been  satisfactory,  but  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  of  the  cattle  generally  remains  lowered,  due  largely  to  scarcity 
of  labour  and  of  trained  personnel. 

Improvements  and  repairs  continue  to  be  carried  out  on  farm  premises 
requiring  necessary  attention. 


(ii)  School  Milk  Supply* 

A  constant  watch  is  kept  on  the  milk  supplied  to  schools,  specia[ 
attention  being  given  to  its  cleanliness,  freedom  from  bacterial  contamina¬ 
tion,  and  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order,  1936. 


(iii)  Examination  of  Milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli* 

Eighteen  “  positive  ”  samples  were  investigated  by  the  Officers  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture.  As  a  result  of  their  investigations  six  cows  were 
found  affected  with  T.B.  udders  and  one  with  other  clinical  signs  of  disease. 
All  were  slaughtered.  In  two  cases  cows  have  been  sent  to  the  knacker’s 
prior  to  the  visit  of  the  Veterinary  Officer,  and  in  three  other  cases  cows 
had  been  sold  before  investigation  took  place. 

Twenty-eight  individual  samples  taken  from  cows  in  the  Borough  during 
their  clinical  inspection  were  examined  microscopically  for  tubercle  bacilli, 
and  two  of  these  were  found  to  be  positive. 


(iv)  Examination  of  Milk  for  Contamination* 

The  Veterinary  Officer  examined  187  samples  of  milk  for  physical 
contamination  by  dung  or  other  dirt,  for  butter-fat  content,  and  for  keeping 
quality,  with  the  following  results  :  clean,  113  ;  fair,  33  ;  contaminated, 
30  ;  seriously  contaminated,  ii. 
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Class  of  Sample 

Number  of 
Samples 
taken 

Coliform  Bacilli 
in  0*01  Millilitre 

Tubercle  Bacilli 

Present 

Absent 

Present 

Absent 

Ungraded  raw  Milk  ... 

226 

93 

133 

18 

208 

“  Accredited  Milk  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

“  Tuberculin 

Tested  ''  Milk . 

I 

•  *  • 

I 

I 

“  Pasteurised  " 

Milk 

7 

. . . 

•  *  • 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

(B)— MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS* 

The  Veterinary  Officer  made  668  visits  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
1,658  visits  to  food-preparing  premises,  slaughterhouses,  food  stores  and 
similar  establishments. 

(i)  Retail  Markets* 

The  retail  markets  in  Orchard  Street  and  Lune  Street  are  inspected 
weekly  by  the  Veterinary  Officer.  On  no  occasion  was  it  necessary  to  take 
any  further  action  than  a  warning  to  individual  traders  for  failure  to  mark 
efficiently  imported  foods  as  required  by  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act. 

(ii)  Private  Slaughterhouses* 

All  these  remained  closed  throughout  the  year  and  since  January  15th, 
1940,  when  control  of  slaughtering  under  Ministry  of  Food  came  into 
operation. 

(iii)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act^  1933* 

Now  that  electricity  has  been  installed  at  the  Cattle  Market  it  is  strongly 
recommended  on  grounds  of  economy  and  efficienc}^  that  the  installation  and 
use  of  the  electro-lethaler  for  calves,  pigs  and  sheep  be  carried  out. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  69. 

(iv)  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations^  1924* 

Arrangements  for  the  enforcement  of  these  Regulations  continue  to  work 
satisfactorily. 
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(v)  Fish  Markets* 

The  wholesale  fish  market  is  held  at  the  L.  M.  &  S.  Railway  Station  in 
the  early  morning,  and  is  visited  regularly.  The  daily  retail  markets  also 
are  under  close  supervision.  During  the  year  the  following  quantities  of 
foodstuffs  arrived  at  the  wholesale  market  ;  Dry  fish,  115  tons  ii  cwts.  ; 
shellfish,  75  tons  18  cwts.  ;  wet  fish,  1,922  tons  5  cwts.  ;  and  rabbits,  poultry, 
etc.,  8  tons  10  cwts.  The  quantity  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
was  2^  cwts. 

(C) — FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938* 

During  the  year  317  samples  of  various  foods  and  drugs  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst,  and  17  or  5.74  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  adulterated, 
compared  with  7.06  per  cent,  in  1941  and  12.6  per  cent,  in  1940.  Six  milk 
purveyors  were  prosecuted  during  the  year^ — four  for  added  water  and  two 
for  fat  abstraction,  and  fines  totalling  were  imposed. 

(D) — ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  OTHER  ACTS* 

(i)  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926* 

Owing  to  the  severe  rationing  of  supplies,  precise  information  cannot 
be  given  of  the  amounts  handled  by  the  25  traders  engaged  in  this  class  of 
business. 

(ii)  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926* 

The  Veterinary  Officer  made  166  visits  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
6  visits  to  various  premises  in  connection  with  the  requirements  of  this  Act 
in  the  indication  of  origin  of  foodstuffs  when  exposed  for  sale. 

(iii)  Protection  of  Animals  Act,  1911-1912* 

During  the  year  there  were  no  prosecutions.  Several  warnings  were 
given  in  connection  with  over-stocking  of  dairy  cattle  and  the  transit  of 
calves. 

(iv)  Gas-Contaminated  Foodstuffs* 

Several  practice  demonstrations  by  squads  of  volunteers  have  taken 
place  during  the  year,  and  further  training  of  volunteers  will  take  place  as 
soon  as  practicable. 

(v)  General* 

During  the  year  11,548  bovines  (including  3,465  calves),  37,136  sheep 
and  1,470  pigs  were  slaughtered  in  the  Public  Abattoir  ;  603, 649 J  lbs.  of  meat 
(including  413,327  lbs.  unfit  by  reason  of  tuberculosis)  were  condemned. 
The  total  was  made  up  of  1,270  carcases  of  bovines  (including  511  calves, 
mainly  immature),  61  pigs  and  112  sheep.  Part  carcases  were  responsible 
for  a  small  proportion  of  the  total  weight. 
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— Prevalence  of^  and  Control  over^  Infectious  Diseases^ 

(A)— GENERAL. 

There  was  again  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  and 
scarlet  fever  notified.  The  number  of  cases  of  other  notifiable  and  infectious 
diseases  was  very  similar  to  last  year. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  as  follows  : 


1940 

1941 

1942 

Diphtheria 

62 

96 

137 

Scarlet  Fever 

241 

268 

334 

Enteric  Fever 

5 

16 

9 

Erysipelas 

18 

30 

18 

Pneumonia 

122 

III 

95 

Infantile  Paralysis 

I 

— • 

13 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

50 

278 

273 

Measles 

1904 

1549 

1543 

Sonne  Dysentery 

8 

3 

6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

I 

10 

4 

Cerebro  Spinal  Eever 

27 

21 

14 

An  epidemic  of  measles  which  commenced  in  October  was  responsible  for 
the  majority  of  the  cases  notified.  The  northern  and  western  parts  of  the 
town  were  principally  affected. 

Only  a  small  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified,  mainly 
in  the  first  five  months  of  the  year. 

Fourteen  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  as  suffering 
from  enteric  fever,  but  there  was  no  evidence  to  support  the  diagnosis  in 
six  instances. 

L — Scabies. 

The  treatment  of  scabies  is  carried  out  by  Civil  Defence  personnel  at 
the  following  centres  : 

Cuttle  Street  First  Aid  Post. 

Ellen  Street  First  Aid  Post. 

Argyll  Road  Cleansing  Centre  (men  only). 

The  general  practitioners  have  been  circularised  drawing  their  attention 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Scabies  Order,  1941,  and  the  facilities  provided  for 
treatment. 

During  the  year  1,950  persons  received  4,702  treatments. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  year  1942  it  appears  that  the  number  of 
patients  coming  forward  for  treatment  is,  with  variations,  stabilised  : 
indicating  perhaps  that  the  amount  of  treatment  given  is  succeeding  in 
preventing  the  infection  from  becoming  a  general  scourge.  There  was  a 
high  peak  at  the  end  of  March,  1942,  with  a  gradual  fall  off  during  the  summer 
months.  The  number  of  cases  again  increased  during  the  autumn,  with  a 
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gradual  fall  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  number  of  cases  again  steadily 
increased  up  to  February,  1943,  and  has  gradually  declined  during  the  summer 
months. 


(B)— ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


Six  hundred  and  three  cases  were  admitted,  as  compared  with  554  in 
1941.  The  diseases  for  which  they  were  admitted  were  :  scarlet  fever,  285  ; 
enteric  fever,  14  ;  diphtheria,  169  ;  measles,  53  ;  erysipelas,  8  ;  and  other 
infectious  diseases,  namely,  mumps,  whooping  cough,  ophthalmia  neonatorum, 
German  measles  and  chicken  pox,  74.  There  were  15  deaths,  which  were 
caused  by  : 


Scarlet  fever 
Enteric  . . . 

Diphtheria 


Other  diseases 


2  (i  mastoidectomy,  i  ac.  nephritis). 

2  enteric. 

I  paratyphoid  B. 

1  myocarditis. 

2  asphyxia  after  tracheotomy. 

I  marasmus  and  K.L.B.  nose. 

3  toxaemia  (2,  day  of  admission  ;  i,  day  after 
admission). 

3  (i  gastro  erteritis,  i  meningitis  and  chicken 
pox  P.M.,  I  enteritis  following  measles). 


The  average  length  of  stay  was  25.31  days,  and  the  average  number 
of  beds  occupied  daily  was  41.60  (scarlet  fever  22.08,  diphtheria  13.16). 


1  — Immunisation. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-seven  patients  suffering  from  diphtheria  were 
treated  in  the  Hospital  during  1942,  two  of  whom  were  re-admitted. 

The  position  as  to  immunisation  is  set  out  in  the  following  table. 


Not  Immunist 

3d 

Immunised 

Offer  not 
accepted 

Under  1 
year  old 

Over  15 
years  old 

No 

information 

Totals 

Diphtheria  :  Severe 

•  •  • 

18* 

1 

1§ 

•  •  • 

19 

Moderate 

12 

21 

6 

1 

41 

Slight 

18 

26 

10 

1 

55 

Other  Throat  conditions 

9 

9 

... 

9  ■ 

3 

30 

Other  Diseases,  such  as 
discharging  ears,  pneu¬ 
monia  and  carriers 
with  positive  swabs  ... 

0 

0 

7 

5 

1 

3 

19 

Other  Diseases  with 

negative  swabs 

... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

42 

82 

6 

28 

9 

167 

Includes  six  deaths.  §  Includes  one  death. 
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In  the  diphtheria  group  are  included  all  those  cases  which  clinicall}’ 
resemble  diphtheria,  whether  accompanied  by  a  positive  or  negative  swab, 
and  all  other  throat  conditions  which  are  accompanied  by  a  positive  swab. 

Another  group  consists  of  cases  not  resembling  diphtheria  and 
accompanied  by  negative  swabs.  The  majority  of  cases  in  this  group,  and 
of  some  in  the  first  group,  owe  their  admission  to  hospital  to  the  fact  that 
medical  practitioners  are  periodically  advised  to  regard  all  sore  throats  in 
children  as  diphtheria  until  proved  otherwise,  and  that  a  sensible  course  ol 
action  in  such  cases  is  to  take  the  following  action  in  the  order  given  : 

1.  Give  antitoxin. 

2.  Arrange  for  removal. 

3.  Take  a  swab. 

A  third  group  consists  of  other  diseases,  such  as  ear  diseases  with  positive 
swabs  and  carriers,  i.e.,  contacts  of  cases  in  hospitals  and  barracks  and  which 
have  a  positive  swab. 

The  fourth  group  consists  of  cases  not  resembling  diphtheria  and  having 
a  negative  swab. 

Cases  occurring  in  the  groups  as  described  above  are  further  sub-divided 
into  those  who  have  been  immunised  and  those  who  have  not  been  immunised, 
and  a  small  number  about  whom  no  accurate  information  is  available. 

The  largest  number  of  the  non-immunised  falls  into  a  category  described 
as  “  offer  not  accepted.”  It  includes  infants  over  one  year  and  children  up 
to  15  years  of  age  (at  the  parents  of  whom  a  strong  propaganda  effort  has 
been  directed  since  1935),  together  with  a  small  number  who  for  some  reason 
or  another  had  one  injection  only,  which  offers  no  protection. 

The  next  largest  group  consists  of  persons  over  15  years  of  age.  This 
age  was  chosen  on  account  of  the  fact  that  we  have  concentrated  our  atten¬ 
tion  on  children  who  were  eight  years  of  age  and  under.  The  eldest  of  these 
children  will  now,  after  a  lapse  of  seven  years,  be  approaching  15  years  of 
age  and  have  had  a  full  opportunity  of  being  immunised.  The  smallest 
group  is  one  comprised  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  to  whom 
immunisation  is  not  normally  offered. 

The  broad  position  as  to  immunisation  is  that  of  20,000  children  of  15 
years  and  under,  14,000  have  been  immunised.  The  attack  rates .  are  : 
immunised,  3  per  1,000  ;  non-immunised,  21  per  1,000. 

The  gross  totals  of  the  table  show  that  one-quarter  of  the  admissions  to 
hospital  (42  out  of  167)  were  immunised.  The  ratio  of  cases  to  child 
population,  immunised  and  non-immunised,  is  as  one  is  to  seven,  so  that, 
had  no  immunisation  been  done  we  might  have  expected  294  instead  of 
42  admissions  from  among  the  14,000  who  have  actually  been  immunised. 
Examining  the  figures  for  the  true  diphtheria  group  and  eliminating  persons 
over  15  years  of  age,  persons  about  whom  the  state  of  immunisation  is  unknown 
and  conditions  other  than  diphtheria,  we  find  that  the  attack  rate  is  5| 
times  as  high  in  the  non-immunised  section  of  the  population  compared  with 
the  immunised,  that  all  the  severe  cases  involving  the  death  of  six  children 
occurred  among  the  non-immunised,  and  that  no  case  among  the  immunised 
children  gave  rise  to  undue  anxiety. 
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(C)— TUBERCULOSIS. 


1.  — Incidence  and  Mortality  of  the  Disease. 

During  1942  the  total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  notified 
in  Preston  gives  a  notification  rate  of  1.63  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The 
rate  for  the  pulmonary  form  is  1.21  and  for  non-pulmonary  form  0.42  per  1,000 
respectively.  The  efficiency  of  notification  may  be  regarded  as  being  quite 
satisfactory. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year 
as  being  due  to  tuberculosis  in  some  form  or  other  gives  a  death  rate  of  0.83 
per  1,000  of  the  population  for  all  forms  of  the  disease.  Of  this  rate  the 
pulmonary  form  is  responsible  for  0.72  and  non-pulmonary  forms  for  o.ii 
per  1,000  respectively. 

The  ratio  of  deaths  of  non-notified  cases  to  the  total  number  of  deaths 
was  as  I  to  9. 

2.  — Work  done  during  the  year. 

(a)  At  the  Dispensary. 

During  the  year  396  new  patients  were  examined  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  either  at  the  Dispensary  or  at  their  own  homes. 

Old  patients  made  1,800  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  for  treatment, 
reports  or  observation  purposes. 

Of  the  new  patients,  144  were  diagnosed  as  suffering  definitely  from 
tuberculosis  in  some  form  or  other,  104  from  pulmonary  and  40  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


The  pulmonary  cases  were  classified  as  follows  : 


T.B.  — 


63 

15 

23 

3 


T.B.  +  Group  I  ... 

T.B.  +  Group  2  ... 

T.B.  -I-  Group  3  ... 


104 


The  explanation  of  the  above  groupings  is  as  follows  : — 

Class  T.B.  —  comprises  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  which  the 
tubercle  bacilli  were  never  actually  found  in  the  sputum  examined. 

Class  T.  B.  +  comprises  all  the  other  cases,  in  which  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli  in  the  sputum  has  been  demonstrated  at  some  period  or 
other  of  the  disease.  The  latter  class  is  further  sub-divided  into  Groups  i, 
2  and  3,  corresponding  approximately  and  respectively  to  early,  intermediate 
and  advanced  stages  of  the  disease. 
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The  non-pulmonary  cases  were  classified  as  follows  : — 


Bones  and  Joints  ... 
Abdominal  ... 
Peripheral  Glands... 
Other  Organs 


8 

8 

i8 

6 


40 


The  Tuberculosis  Nurse  made  119  visits  to  the  homes  of  new  patients 
and  1,234  re-visits  to  those  of  old  patients. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  484  cases  on  the  Dispensary 
Register,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  486.  During  the  year  169  cases  were 
removed  from  the  Register  for  the  following  reasons  :  Cases  regarded  as 
cured  55,  cases  died  67,  and  cases  lost  sight  of  or  transferred  to  other  areas  47. 

During  the  year  553  examinations  of  sputum  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli  were  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Dispensary. 
These  examinations  were  carried  out  in  the  bacteriological  laboratory  of  the 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

During  the  year  842  X-ray  Examinations  were  carried  out  at  Sharoe 
Green  Hospital. 

(b)  Chestnuts  Sanatorium* 

There  are  no  important  developments  to  be  reported  in  connection  with 
this  Institution  during  the  year.  The  accommodation  remains  the  same, 
namely,  30  beds  (17  male  and  13  female). 

During  the  year  53  patients  were  admitted,  33  discharged  and  17  died. 

(c)  Residential  Treatment* 

During  the  year  67  patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  admitted  to  Sanatoria  (other  than  the  Chestnuts  Sanatorium),  56  were 
discharged  and  2  died  in  Sanatoria.  Twenty  patients  suffering  from 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  General  and  Special  Hospitals, 
23  were  discharged  and  5  died  in  the  Institutions.  The  number  of 
observation  cases  admitted  and  discharged  during  the  year  was  3. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations^  1925* 

There  was  no  known  instance  in  which  a  tuberculous  person  was  engaged 
in  the  milk  trade.  ;oi 

Public  Health  AcC  1936*  Section  172* 

There  was  no  instance  in  which  the  Council  applied  for  an  order  for 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  a  tuberculous  patient. 
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(D)— VENEREAL  DISEASE* 

The  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  is  carried  out  at  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary.  Mr.  R.  Cunliffe  Shaw,  F.R.C.S.,  was  in  charge  of  the  arrangements 
until  30th  September,  1942.  Mr.  J.  Eastwood  Sykes,  F.R.C.S.,  took  charge 
on  1st  October,  1942. 

Six  hundred  and  eighty-six  persons  attended  for  the  first  time,  which 
again  represents  an  increase  over  last  year  of  26%. 

There  were  227  new  cases  of  syphilis,  59%  of  whom  were  males.  This 
figure  is  an  increase  of  47%.  One  hundred  and  forty-eight  patients 
ceased  to  attend  before  the  expiration  of  treatment,  27  of  whom  were  in  an 
infectious  stage. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-one  new  cases  of  gonorrhoea  were  treated. 
70%  of  the  new  cases  occurred  in  men,  12.9%  of  the  men  and  9.5%  of  the 
women  ceased  to  attend  before  completion  of  the  treatment.  These  latter 
figures  are  much  lower  than  those  in  1941. 

Sixty-six  per  cent,  of  the  new  cases  resided  in  the  Borough,  the  remainder 
mainly  in  the  adjacent  County  area. 

One  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-two  persons  made  14,177  total 
attendances,  an  increase  compared  with  last  year. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  for  the  first 
time  during  the  past  five  years  : 


Year 

Syphilis 

Soft 

Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

Non-Venereal 

or 

Undiagnosed 

Conditions 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1942 

133 

94 

— 

— 

231 

100 

75 

53 

439 

247 

1941 

83 

71 

I 

— 

225 

71 

62 

31 

371 

173 

1940 

80 

55 

2 

— 

205 

42 

46 

15 

333 

112 

1939 

69 

52 

— 

— 

159 

42 

27 

21 

235 

115 

1938 

98 

59 

4 

- — 

250 

38 

46 

26 

398 

123 

Venereal  Disease  Campaign* 

An  educational  campaign  was  carried  out  by  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education  on  behalf  of  the  Health  Committee,  special  film  shows 
being  given  to  lunch-time  audiences  in  many  large  factories.  The  manage¬ 
ment  of  these  factories  deserve  our  thanks  for  their  ready  co-operation. 

Series  of  lectures  were  also  given  to  boys’  and  girls’  youth  organisations, 
and  special  film  shows  to  the  general  public. 

A  large  amount  of  instructive  literature  was  distributed  free  at  each 
of  these  meetings. 

(E)— VACCINATION* 

This  work  is  carried  out  b}^  two  public  vaccinators.  Seven  hundred  and 
seventy-two  children  under  i  year  of  age  were  successfully  vaccinated. 
This  total  is  185  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  770 
conscientious  objectors  ;  vaccination  was  postponed  on  a  medical  certificate 
in  67  instances  ;  109  children  died  before  vaccination  and  116  removed  to 
other  districts. 
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— Maternity  and  Child  Welfare^ 


(A)— STATISTICS. 

1.  — Birth  Rate. 

The  birth  rate  was  17.89  per  1,000  living,  compared  with  17.27  in  1941. 
The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  7.82. 

Notifications  received  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  reveals  the 
fact  that  32.71  per  cent,  were  notified  by  midwives  ;  28.68  per  cent,  by 
Sharoe  Green  Hospital ;  19.43  per  cent,  by  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  ; 
16.15  per  cent,  by  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital  ;  3.03  per  cent,  by  Private  Nursing 
Homes. 

2.  — Infant  Mortality. 

The  death  rate  (per  1,000  births)  was  54— legitimate  49,  illegitimate  71. 


(B)— GENERAL. 

1. — Maternal  Deaths. 


Maternal  deaths^  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1942. 


Place  of  Death 

Total  Deaths 
in  the 
Borough 

Internal 

Transfers 

External 

Transfers 

Nett 

Preston  Royal 

Infirmary  ... 

I 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

I 

Sharoe  Green  Hospital... 

. . . 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

St.  Joseph’s  Hospital  ... 

I 

. . . 

•  *  • 

I 

Private  Dwelling 

I 

I 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

6 

Three  women  died  in  Preston  from  causes  attributable  to  pregnancy 
or  childbirth.  These  were  all  Preston  women. 

In  addition  three  Preston  women  died  in  Sharoe  Green  Hospital. 

Of  the  three  deaths  within  the  Borough,  one  occurred  in  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary,  one  in  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital  and  one  in  a  private  dwelling. 
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Deaths  were  attributable  to  the  following  causes  : 

1.  Toxaemia  of  pregnancy.  Malignant  hypertension. 

2.  Obstetric  shock. 

3.  (i)  (a)  Puerperal  endometritis. 

{h)  Uterine  inertia  and  surgical  induction  of  labour  for 
Intra-Uterine  death  of  Foetus. 

(ii)  Asthma  (bronchial). 

4.  (i)  (a)  Morbus  cordis. 

(h)  Myocardial  infarct. 

(c)  Thrombosis  right  internal  Saphenous  vein. 

(ii)  Puerperium  17  days. 

5.  Pelvic  peritonitis  following  septic  abortion. 

6.  Cerebral  embolism  due  to  sub-acute  bacterial  endocarditis, 
which  also  caused  an  abortion. 

The  maternal  death  rate  was  3.05  per  1,000  registered  live  births,  and 
2.94  including  registered  still-births.  The  rates  during  1941  were  3.64  and 
3.51  respectively. 

2* — Puerperal  Pyrexia* 

Forty-one  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  occurred  in  the  Borough  in  1942, 
Of  these,  39  were  notified  by  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  and  two  by  private 
practitioners.  One  case  notified  by  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  was  later 
diagnosed  as  Scarlet  Fever. 

3* — Ophthalmia  Neonatorum* 

Four  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  during  the  year. 
In  all  these  cases  the  vision  was  unimpaired. 

4* — Stillbirths* 

Sixty-six  stillbirths  were  notified  during  the  year,  21  occurring  at 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  4  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  23  at  Sharoe  Green 
Hospital,  and  18  in  the  practice  of  midwives.  Twenty-one  mothers  of  these 
stillbirths  were  primiparae,  i.e.,  confined  for  the  first  time. 


5* — Inspection  of  Midwives* 

Twenty-eight  midwives,  including  10  municipal  midwives,  gave  notice 
on  January  ist,  1942,  of  their  intention  to  practise  in  the  Borough.  Three 
more  midwives  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise  during  the  year. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  31  midwives  on  the  Register.  These 
included  ii  practising  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  3  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital, 
5  in  maternity  homes,  7  municipal  midwives,  and  5  in  private  practice. 
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The  number  of  deliveries  attended  by  municipal  midwives  was  591, 
the  number  by  independent  midwives  59,  and  those  in  private  maternity 
homes  119. 

Eight  hundred  and  fifty-three  deliveries,  including  392  Preston  women, 
took  place  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  ;  775,  including  575  at  the  Sharoe  Green 
Hospital,  and  638,  including  362  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  Mount  Street. 


Medical  aid  was  sought  by  midwives  in  accordance  with  Rule  E  (12) 
of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  in  152  cases,  for  the  reasons  summarised 
below  : 


During  pregnancy 
During  labour  ... 
Lying-in  period  ... 
Condition  of  infants 


17 

98 

7 

30 


In  respect  of  these  calls  for  medical  assistance,  64  applications  were 
submitted  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Milk  and  Other  Services 
Sub-Committee  for  financial  assistance.  The  whole  cost  was  granted  in  30 
instances,  part  cost  in  8  instances,  and  the  remaining  26  were  not  allowed. 
28  agreed  to  pay  and  did  not  apply  for  financial  assistance.  This  service 
cost  the  Council  £yi  12s.  od. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-seven  applications  for  the  free  seivices  of  a 
midwife  were  received.  In  92  instances  the  whole  cost  was  granted,  part 
cost  in  24  instances,  while  the  remaining  21  were  not  allowed.  This  service 
cost  the  Council  £162. 

Seven  applications  were  received  for  the  free  services  of  a  home  help 
In  six  instances  the  whole  cost  was  granted,  part  cost  being  allowed  the 
remaining  one.  This  service  cost  the  Council  £23  los.  od. 


6» — Inspection  of  Nursing  Homes* 

At  the  beginning  of  1942  there  were  six  registered  nursing  homes.  No 
new  ones  were  opened  during  the  year.  Fourteen  inspections  were  made. 

7* — Infant  Welfare  Centres* 

The  attendance  at  the  seven  Infant  Welfare  Centres  held  weekly  was 
24,172,  compared  with  23,554  increase  of  618.  1,212  infants, 

62  per  cent,  of  the  notified  live  births  attended  an  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
at  least  once. 

A  pre-school  child  clinic  has  been  held  weekly  at  North  Road,  and  once 
fortnightly  at  Fishwick  View.  The  total  attendances  were  304. 


Sale  of  Dried  Milk^  etc*,  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres* 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  value  of  goods  sold  at  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  from  £1,707  in  1941  to  £1,850  in  1942.  The  supply  of  free  dried 
milk  and  drugs  cost  the  Council  £323. 
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8* — Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Centres* 

There  are  three  ante-natal  clinics  held  weekly,  2  at  North  Road  and  i 
at  Fishwick  View.  The  attendances  of  patients  at  these  Clinics  are  as 
follows  : 

Four  hundred  and  seventy  expectant  mothers  made  1,454  attendances 
at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics.  The  corresponding  figures  for  last  year  were 
550  and  1,293.  The  decline  in  the  number  of  women  attending  is  due  to  the 
greater  use  made  of  institutional  facilities. 

Twenty-three  patients  made  23  attendances  at  the  Post-Natal  Clinics, 
as  compared  with  37  and  39  last  year. 

9* — Massage* 

Massage  has  been  carried  out  at  North  Road,  Fishwick  View  and  the 
Stoneygate  Nursery.  Ninety-eight  new  patients  and  77  old  patients  received 
2,563  treatments,  34  were  discharged  as  cured  or  very  much  improved,  and 
13  failed  to  complete  the  course.  Eighty-six  children  were  referred  to  the 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon  for  advice  and  treatment. 

10* — Artificial  Sunlight* 

This  treatment  is  carried  out  at  Fishwick  View  and  Moor  Park  Open 
Air  School.  Three  hundred  and  twenty  new  cases  and  83  old  patients 
received  5,824  treatments.  (The  figures  for  last  year  were  237  new  cases, 
88  old  cases,  and  3,788  treatments.)  Two  hundred  and  sixteen  were  dis¬ 
charged  as  benefited  and  84  failed  to  complete  the  course. 

11* — Dental  Treatment* 

Dental  treatment  is  carried  out  at  North  Road  every  Thursday  afternoon. 
Twenty-nine  expectant  mothers,  76  nursing  mothers  and  74  children  made 
312  attendances  in  all,  and  the  treatment  carried  out  included  562  extractions, 
125  fillings  and  171  gas  administrations. 

Thirty-nine  applications  were  received  for  assistance  in  the  purchase  of 
artificial  teeth.  Of  these,  19  were  asked  to  pay  the  full  amount,  while 
assistance  was  given  to  the  remaining  20.  This  service  cost  the  Council  £73. 

12*— Infant  Life  Protection* 

There  were  24  boarded-out  children  under  observation  at  the  end  of 
1942.  The  Health  Visitors,  who  are  Infant  Life  Protection  Officers,  paid 
169  visits  to  these  children. 

13* — Voluntary  Workers* 

Voluntary  workers  have  given  valuable  assistance  at  all  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  and  Orthopaedic  Clinic.  They  have  organised  free  dinners 
for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  the  distribution  of  cod  liver  oil  and 
fruit  juices  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  also  undertaken  during  the 
year. 
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The  number  of  dinners  served  during  the  year  was  452.  Domestic 
difficulties  is  the  reason  given  why  many  mothers  who  are  eligible  for  this 
benefit  do  not  receive  it. 

14» — Maternity  Institutions* 

There  are  35  beds  at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  40  beds  at  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary,  and  20  beds  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  making  a  total  of  95  beds 
for  maternity  cases. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-four  applications  were  received  for  assistance 
in  the  payment  for  a  bed  in  Sharoe  Green  Hospital.  In  133  instances  the 
whole  cost  was  granted,  in  26  cases  part  cost  was  granted,  and  the  remaining 
25  were  not  allowed.  This  service  cost  the  Council  £639. 

Nineteen  women  were  admitted  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  Maternity 
Hospital  as  cases  of  special  difficulty.  Of  these,  ii  applications  were  received 
for  financial  assistance.  In  three  cases  the  whole  cost  was  granted,  in  three 
cases  part  cost  was  granted,  while  in  the  remaining  five  cases  no  assistance 
was  given.  Eight  expressed  their  willingness  to  pay  and  did  not  apply  for 
financial  assistance. 

Forty-two  women  were  admitted  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  Maternity 
Hospital  for  ante-natal  treatment.  Out  of  these  31  applications  were  received 
for  financial  assistance.  In  14  instances .  the  whole  cost  was  granted,  in 
five  instances  part  cost  was  granted,  and  in  12  instances  no  assistance  was 
given.  The  remaining  ii  agreed  to  pay  and  did  not  apply  for  assistance. 
This  service  cost  the  Council  £113. 

15* — Work  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses* 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  paid  426  visits  to  expectant  mothers. 
They  visited  2,023  new  born  infants,  and  paid  7,874  re-visits  to  children 
under  one  year  of  age.  They  paid  13,736  visits  to  children  between  the  ages 
of  one  and  five.  They  investigated  384  cases  of  infection,  chiefly  measles 
and  whooping  cough.  In  all  they  paid  24,575  visits. 

16* — War-time  Nurseries* 

The  Preston  Local  Authority  had  three  war-time  nurseries  in  operation 
on  January  ist,  1942.  One  of  these.  Holme  Slack,  was  acting  as  a  24-hour 
nursery.  The  waiting  list  for  accommodation  in  both  day  and  residential 
nurseries  was  so  great  that  the  Committee  decided  to  extend  their  activities. 

Six  day  and  one  residential  nurseries  were  opened  during  the  year. 
One  hundred  and  seventy-seven  children  were  on  the  books  on  January  ist, 
and  during  the  year  the  number  was  increased  to  427.  There  were  579 
new  admissions  during  the  year,  444  of  these  leaving  before  December  31st, 
1942. 

This  opportunity  is  taken  to  express  gratitude  to  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Service,  the  National  Fire  Service,  and  school  children  for  their  valuable  help 
and  co-operation  in  making  garments  and  toys  for  use  in  the  nurseries. 
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Name  of  Nursery 

No.  of 
Children 
attending, 
Jan.  1st 

Date 

of 

Opening 

New 

Admis¬ 

sions 

Number 

Left 

Number 
on  books, 
Dec.  31st 

Stoneygate 

88 

•  •  • 

151 

149 

90 

Holme  Slack  ... 

46 

•  •  • 

46 

52 

40 

Frenchwood  ... 

43 

77 

73 

47 

Farringdon  Park 

. . . 

4/5/42 

95 

65 

30 

Fishwick 

. . . 

30/6/42 

80 

41 

39 

Ribbleton  Avenue 

13/7/42 

67 

27 

40 

Isherwood  Street 

. . . 

17/8/42 

54 

10 

44 

Haighton  House 

5/9/42 

17 

2 

15 

Eldon  Street  ... 

»  •  • 

29/9/42 

56 

22 

34 

Gordon  Street 

. . . 

4/11/42 

51 

3 

48 

Totals  ... 

177 

... 

694 

444 

427 
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